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With the eyes of a visitor

Story By Jethro Baird 

 United Kingdom

Upon leaving the Madurai airport, 
a British person like me could be 
forgiven for thinking that he had 

landed on another planet. Everywhere 
you look, the city pulsed with an exotic 
energy and here is where I saw my very 
first sari.  I also saw for the first time 
a dhoti and auto rickshaw and all of 
these traditions are completely foreign 
to me. Despite this, within a few days, I 
realised that these differences are merely 
shallow. Beneath these I found the same 
hospitality that I would find at home 
and therefore Madurai already feels 
like my home. I say this because of my 
experience with the people of Madurai. 

In the host family with whom I am 
staying, my house mother worries over 
me in the same way as my own mother. 
She worries that I don’t eat enough, that 
I don’t know what I am doing and insists 
that I get home to bed early enough. Her 
son jokes with me in the same manner 
as my friends back home – laughing at 
my ignorance of Tamil films and trying 
to convince me of their great merit. 
He also tries to convince me and my 
room-mates, insisting that we join his 
friends, to go on a trip to the hillside 
station. Even an auto rickshaw driver 
haggles over the price in the same way 
as a taxi driver back in the UK. In short, 
although Madurai appears to be very 
different to my home – in reality there 
are fundamentally more similarities than 
there are differences.

At first sight, India may seem like another 
world but I feel as though nothing could 
be further from the truth. I believe that 
if you scratch beneath the surface, 
you will find the same core values of 
decency, friendship and caring resonate 
as strongly here as any where else in 
the world. I expected to feel alienated 

in India, instead I have been embraced 
with open arms. Already, Madurai feels 
as much at home as anywhere else I have 
ever been in my life.
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First impressions of India 

I arrived in Madurai at 8.30 am and 
was instantly struck by the traffic. 
The sound of car horns filled the 

air as rickshaws, bicycles and buses 
intertwined across the road. Children 
hung of the back of their father’s 
motorcycles on their way to school. 
I told myself that this was obviously 
just ‘rush hour’ as people made their 
way to school and work. I clearly 
underestimated India! The traffic in 
India never stops. To a foreigner this 
can be very overwhelming and crossing 
the street can feel like a life or death 
moment, however the traffic and noise 
soon being to charm you. It becomes 
almost comforting as every morning I 
wake up to the sounds of the streets 
and the calling of roosters. Coming 
from a quiet village in England I am 
sure to miss the chaos of the Madurai 
streets when I return home. 

Another thing that struck me is the 
warm welcome you receive from 
everyone, especially the children. 
Everywhere I go people greet me with 
a smile and “vanakkam”, which makes 
me feel included in Tamil society. 
Although the constant staring felt 
uncomfortable at first, I soon became 
used to it and now embrace it. I love 
feeling like a local celebrity, a treatment 
which I do not receive in the UK! One 
of my favourite moments so far was 
when I was on my way back home one 
evening and was greeted by a young 
girl who asked me what my name was, 
and after replying she beamed “nice 
name”. The simple interactions with 
the people of Madurai make the place 
a friendly and peaceful area to live. 
The streets of Madurai are bursting 
with colour, from fresh fruits to 
pottery and jewellery. It is a shopper’s 
paradise! As an admirer of fashion, 

I soon noticed the incredible array of 
sari’s worn by every woman I passed 
and cannot wait to purchase my own. 
That fashion in India is beautiful and so 
fascinating to observe. I am sure that 
the biggest problem I will encounter will 
be learning how to tie my sari!
I was originally drawn to India 
because of the diverse culture and the 
friendliness of the natives. I knew that 
I would feel safe and welcome during 
my first solo experience abroad. I have 
to admit that the best thing about 
India is the promise of tea everywhere 
you go, which as a British national, is 
much appreciated! Although I have 
only been here a matter of days, I am 
already regretting my decision to only 
stay for one month, however I look 
forward to exploring what else India has 
to offer and absorbing as much of this 
charismatic country as possible.

Story By Sarah Williams

 United Kingdom
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Jag hade letat efter ett project 
någonstans i Indien ett tag på internet. 
När jag hittade Projects Abroads 
hemsida kollade jag runt på alla deras 
olika projekt i Indien.

Det som jag fastnade för med 
organisationen var att de inte var 
sponsrade på något sätt av länder/
företag och att de inte arbetade för 
att gå med vinst. När jag såg projektet 
“Ecofarming – Model Farm” med 
inriktning på hållbar utveckling fastnade 
jag direkt. Jag hade ett stort intresse för 
odling redan tidigare samtidigt som de 
arbetar med ekologiska metoder som 
var viktigt för mig. 

Så jag bestämde mig för att ta kontakt 
med Projects Abroad och efter en 
personlig e-post kontakt flera gånger 
var jag redo för avfärd till Madurai. När 
jag anlände till Madurai fick jag skjuts 
från flygplatsen till kontoret och sen 
direkt till mitt projekt.

Där blev jag introducerad till personalen 
på projektet och min värdfamilj samt 
den andra voluntären som var på 
projektet samtidigt som mig från 
Frankrike. Första intrycket av den lilla 
byn Chinnupatti var fattigdomen som 
alla invånarna i byn levde med varje 
dag. 

Under min tid i Chinnupatti hade 
jag mycket tid att reflektera över 
fattigdomen och konsekvenserna av 
den. Projektet var blandat med många 
olika arbetsuppgifter under de 5 
veckor jag stannade där. Jag vattnade 
de växter och små träd som de hade i 
växthuset,  deras indiska medicinväxter, 
mötte lokala bönder, gjorde en skolpjäs 
för små barn om att spara på vatten, 
planterade träd på barnhem, skapade 

kompostjord och många andra saker, 
jag gjorde olika saker varje dag i stort 
sätt. 

Att arbetsuppgifterna var så varierande 
under projektet var mycket roligt och 
gjorde att de 5 veckorna jag var där 
även var mycket lärorika. Personalen 
var alltid mycket hjälpsamma vad det 
än var man ville ha hjälp med och var i 
ungefär samma ålder som mig, unga. 
De bad mig skriva om min upplevelse 
av projektet och min summering är 

Ecofarming – model Farm
 Chinnupatti 

Story By Mr. Markus  Lewin

 Sweden 

att projektet levde upp till alla mina 
förväntningar och jag fick verkligen 
arbeta mycket med något som 
intresserar mig. 

Jag kan slutligen verkligen 
rekommendera “Ecofarming – Model 
Farm”om du gillar odling och vara 
ute i trädgården och naturen. Här får 
du chansen att göra en lokal skillnad 
för att de andra bönderna ska bli mer 
ekologiska och miljömedvetna

Herald Hindustan  swedish aritcle  March 2014
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My three-month placement 
at Projects Abroad is ending 
soon. I, a student who was 

studying International Development 
Cooperation at the university in my 
home country, Japan, came to Madurai 
with the aim of working with the 
Indian people, as well as to learn more 
about India. I am really happy that in 
these three months that purpose has 
been perfectly achieved but moreover, I 
have learnt so many things in Madurai, 
such as what working in India feels 
like, what I can do or can’t do in India, 
what international cooperation is, what 
volunteering is and so on.

     My first interview in Madurai 
was amazing and unforgettable. 
I interviewed an ordinary auto-
rickshaw driver whose acts of charity 
towards poor and disabled people by 
transporting them for free, has made 
him an extraordinary human being. I 
remember I was so nervous and tense 
before the interview, but he welcomed 
me with a nice smile and offered 
me thenkuzhal, one of the savouries 
prepared for the Diwali festival. I rode in 
the auto-rickshaw as a passenger while I 
interviewed him. I remember becoming 
really emotional and moved by the 
narration of his life story, which included 
memories about the difficulties he had 
faced and his strong faith. He also 
became emotional while speaking to us 
and it is during this time that I decided 
I would do my best to write a good 
article about him to tell as many people 
as possible about his story.

     Also, the workshops for the Voices 
of the World project was another 
enriching experience for me. I have 

held workshops a total four times 
at two colleges. Initially there were 
only 2 volunteers at the workshops 
including me, which gave me many 
chances to handle these workshops on 
various topics related to journalism. In 
Velammal College of Engineering and 
Technology, I held my fourth and last 
workshop on the topic ‘‘Freedom of 
the press’’. I chose this topic because 
I wanted to talk to the young people 
about my studies at my university. I have 
always been interested in ignorance; 
which is the main cause of disorder in 
the world and problems such as war, 
poverty, and so on. I thought talking 
with young people with an interest 
in writing would help them to have 
more passion to become journalists 
and I wanted them to be aware of 
the importance that journalists play in 
reducing people’s ignorance. 

     The 3 months I spent in Madurai 
were unforgettable; I learnt so many 
things in Madurai and tried to teach 
people many things. I made many 
good friends here with not only other 
volunteers from other countries but also 
Indian staff, my host family, and the 
local people in Madurai.

When I return to Japan, I will go back 
to being just an ordinary university 
student. I will continue to study 
International Development Cooperation 
and  I’m sure this experience in 
Madurai will enrich my study. Now I 
surely think that, ‘‘those who cannot 
cooperate with everyone cannot talk 
about international cooperation. Minor 
cooperation, that we build up step by 
step, will one day become international 
cooperation’’. 

Lasting Impressions

Story By Haruko Kawabe

 Japan
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our medical Volunteer 
miss.laura at shine 
physiotherapy center

Volunteer from various 
projects enjoying holi 
celebrations on social 
event 

our  teaching volun-
teer ms.Jana kussin  
teaching students at 
velivethiyar girls higher 
secondary school
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Dirty Day Pictures 26th March 
At  Infant Jesus School

Volunteers busy in 
making play ground 

Volunteers 
from various projects 
helping in making the 
play ground

Volunteers  at infant 
Jesus school


